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in on seabed
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U.S. navY ship taking
part in the search for
a missing Adam Air

jetliner conlirmed Wednesday
the presence of large metal
crbjects on the flcrol of the
Mamuju Sea, ott the coast oI
W'est Sulawesi.

The commander ol the
Indonesian Naw's Eastern
Fleet. Rear Adm. Moekhlas
Siclik, said in Makassat South
Sulawesi, that despite the con-
firmation by the USNS Mary
Sears, an oceanographic sur-
vey ship, it was still uncertain
whether the metal objects were
debris from the plane, which
went missing nine days ago.

"There is no confirmation
I'et whethei the metal objects
are Irom the mrssing plane.'
Moekhlas said after returning
from aboard a ship in the area.

"It will take them until 10
p.m. tonlght to confirm the
exact position and to figure
out what kind of object is
dou'n there," Moekhlas said as
quoted by Reufers

"The USNS Mary Sears
has multi-bcams to receive
noise frequencv that wil l
enable them to forrn a silhou-
ette. We are focusing on the
coordinate that has the
strongest ping." Mockhlas told
a news conference.

The spot being examined is
31 kilometcrs northwest of
Tanjung Rengas at a depth of
1.700 mete$, he said.

Commander of the Makas-

sar air base, First Air Marshai "-
Edd"v Suyanto, said during a
later news conJerence that
authorities had to analYze the
data gathered by the USNS
Mary Sears, and a linal deter- -'
mination might not be avail- '
able rntil Thursday molning.

Ma|k Jarrett, deputY direc-
tol oI operations Jor the U.S.
Naval Oceanographic Office,
saicl the U.S. vessel rvas used to -
conduct oceanographic sur-
veys and map thc seabed, but
that it had its hmits.

"In shallorv q''ater that s not
too difficult (to identif)' metaL
objects). in less than 500
meters. Anl- deeper... and it
will be ven' difficult for our
ship to identify any parts,
especially it thev're small," he
told ,RexL reJ's in Washington.

A Canadian Beechcraft King
Air 200 tlvin turboprop plane
anived at Hasanuddin air base
in Makassar, South Sularvesr,
on 'I\esday, AFP reportecl.

It was expected to join in
the aerial sea|ch for the miss-
ing aircraft later Wednesday,
said Lanang Bodi, an oiticer
on dut"v at thc air base's
Search and Rescue Center

Suvanto, $'ho is heading the
search operation, said the
plane was car'rying aenal land
mapping equrpment, metal
detecting radar and canreras.

The Adam Air Boeing ?37-
400 with 102 people on board
r.anished off radar screens on
New Year's Dav, halfrvay
through a flight from Sura-
bava, East Java, to Sulau'esi
island in the norlheast.
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